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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8032

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored
by Senators Keiser, Franklin, Kohl-Wlles, Thibaudeau, Kl ine and
McAul i ffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, |IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO DR ANDREW C. VON
ESCHENBACH, ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES FOOD AND DRUG
ADM NI STRATI ON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, No primary form of contraceptive is totally effective in
preventing uni ntended or undesired pregnancies in wonen; and

WHEREAS, Many wonen woul d prefer an optional nethod of preventing
such pregnanci es other than abortion; and

VWHEREAS, A prescription energency contraceptive for wonen, commonly
referred to as "Plan B," was approved in 1999 by the United States Food
and Drug Adm nistration (FDA); and

VWHEREAS, In 2003, the FDA' s Nonprescription Drugs and Reproductive
Heal th Drugs Advisory Commttees strongly recomended that "Plan B" be
sol d over-the-counter without a prescription; and
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WHEREAS, In May 2004, the FDA, ignoring the advice of their own
scientific advisory commttee, issued a letter of nonapproval for over-
the-counter distribution of "Plan B"; and

VWHEREAS, In June 2004, the United States Senate requested a
Government Accountability Ofice (GAO investigation and conmmttee
hearings into whether the FDA violated procedures and "ignored
scientific evidence to arrive at its decision"; and

VWHEREAS, | n Novenber 2005, the GAO issued its report on the FDA's
"Plan B" decision and found that the FDA did not follow nornal
procedures in nmaking its decision not to approve "Plan B" for over-the-
counter status and had done so w thout proper review of scientific
evi dence before rendering the decision; and

WHEREAS, Both Susan Wwod, director of FDA's Ofice of Wnen's
Health and Dr. Frank Davidoff, a consultant to the FDA Nonprescription
Drugs Advisory Conmttee resigned their positions in protest over the
FDA' s decision on "Plan B"; and

VWHEREAS, Washi ngton State has all owed specially trai ned pharnaci sts
with a col |l aborative agreenent with a physician or other prescriber to
prescribe and di spense energency contraception since 1997, which may
have contributed to a decline in abortion rates; and

VWHEREAS, O her states and Canada have al so provided for over-the-
counter distribution of "Plan B"; and

WHEREAS, As of January 2006, no decision on over-the-counter
distribution of "Plan B" has been issued by the FDA,

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Presi dent, Congress, and the United States Food and Drug Adm nistration
t ake necessary action to grant over-the-counter access status to "Plan
B," an effective and safe energency contraceptive option, for all
wonen.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, Dr. Andrew C. Von Eschenbach, the Acting Director of the United
States Food and Drug Adm nistration, the President of the United States
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of
Congress fromthe State of Washi ngton

~-- END ---
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